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AGAINST EXCESS: ON MARATHA QUOTA 
In Maratha case, SC holds fast to quota ceiling and requires special reasons to exceed it 

 In striking down the separate reservation given to Maharashtra’s Maratha community, the 
Supreme Court has underscored the importance of adhering to the 50% limit on total reservation, as 
well as the need to justify any excess by showing the existence of exceptional circumstances. In a 
decision that will be quite unpalatable to mainstream parties, the Court has not only found no merit in 
the Maratha claim to backwardness but also said the community is adequately represented in public 
services. It is no surprise that the Maratha quota, given by Maharashtra through a 2018 law, did not 
survive judicial scrutiny by a Constitution Bench. The 16% quota in admissions to educational 
institutions and jobs in public services — later brought down to 12% in admissions and 13% in jobs 
through a 2019 amendment — took the total reservation in the State beyond the 50% ceiling imposed 
by earlier verdicts. The five-Judge Bench has held that the State has not shown any exceptional 
circumstance to justify exceeding the limit. The Bombay High Court had upheld the validity of the 
Maratha reservation in principle, but ruled that the law could not have fixed the percentage above 
what was recommended by the State Backward Classes Commission headed by M.G. Gaikwad. The 
Court has now set aside this ruling, rejecting the HC’s reasoning that the denial of backward class 
status to the Marathas had pushed them deeper into social and educational backwardness, and that 
this constituted a special circumstance in support of their claim to separate reservation. 
 The second limb of the judgment, however, may cause political concern. The Court’s 
categorical refusal to reconsider the 50% limit set down by a verdict in Indra Sawhney (1992) may 
threaten the continuance of different kinds of reservation in States. The Court’s interpretation of the 
102nd Constitution Amendment, by which a National Commission for Backward Classes was created, 
has proved right fears that the national body’s role and power may impact the rights of States. The 
Court has ruled that, henceforth, there will only be a single list of socially and educationally backward 
classes with respect to each State and Union Territory notified by the President of India, and that 
States can only make recommendations for inclusion or exclusion, with any subsequent change to be 
made only by Parliament. Several MPs had argued that the Amendment would denude the States of 
their power, but the Centre had assured them that it was not so. The Court has now ruled that 
Parliament’s intent was to create a scheme to identify SEBCs in the same manner as SCs and STs. The 
President alone, to the exclusion of all other authorities, is now empowered to identify SEBCs. A 
clamour for yet another constitutional amendment to undo the effect of this verdict may be in the 
offing. 
 
 excess (noun) – the act of exceeding an 

allowable/preferable limit/level. 
 hold fast (phrase) – believe in an 

idea/principle and follow it. 
 ceiling (noun) – upper limit, maximum, 

highest permissible level. 
 strike down (phrasal verb) – abolish, annul, 

nullify (a law or regulation). 
 reservation (noun) – a system of affirmative 

action in India that provides historically 
disadvantaged groups representation in 
education, employment, and politics. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 
highlight. 

 adhere to (verb) – abide by, follow, obey, 
comply with. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in 
addition. 

 exceptional (adjective) – rare, unusual; 
special. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 
context. 

 unpalatable (adjective) – disagreeable, 
unpleasant, displeasing, distressing. 

 mainstream (adjective) – conventional, 
established, recognized, common, popular. 

 merit (noun) – good point, strong point. 
 backwardness (noun) – the condition/state 

of not developed. 
 it is no surprise (phrase) – as expected, as 

anticipated, as predicted. 
 survive (verb) – hold out, pull through, get 

through; continue to exist. 
 scrutiny (noun) – review, examination, 

inspection, investigation. 
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 judicial scrutiny (noun) – a form of judicial 
review that courts use to determine the 
constitutionality of certain laws. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number 
of judges. 

 bring down (phrasal verb) – decrease, 
reduce, lower, diminish. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict (an 
unwelcome decision/ruling). 

 hold (verb) – rule, decide. 
 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 
 in principle (phrase) – in theory, 

theoretically, on paper. 
 set aside (phrasal verb) – overrule, reverse, 

revoke, nullify, annul, cancel, dismiss, reject. 
 ruling (noun) – judgement, adjudication, 

verdict. 
 reasoning (noun) – reason, rationale, 

argument, premise. 
 constitute (verb) – be regarded as, act as; 

account for, comprise, represent. 
 in support of (phrase) – to give approval to, 

be in favor of, subscribe to. 
 limb (noun) – section, part. 
 categorical (adjective) – unconditional, 

unequivocal, definite, absolute, explicit, 
conclusive. 

 set down (phrasal verb) – formulate, draw 
up, establish. 

 interpretation (noun) – explanation, 
clarification, definition; analysis, reading, 
evaluation. 

 102nd Constitution Amendment (noun) – 
The 102nd amendment deals with the 
constitutional status of the National 
Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). 
Article 338B deals with the structure, duties 
and powers of the commission while 342-A 
speaks about the power of the Indian 
President to notify a class as Socially and 
Educationally Backward (SEBC) and the 
power of Parliament to alter the central 
SEBC list. 

 henceforth (adverb) – from this time on, in 
future, from now on. 

 with respect to (phrase) – concerning, 
regarding, relating to, with reference to. 

 National Commission for Backward Classes 
(noun) – National Commission for Backward 
Classes (NCBC) was initially constituted by 
the Central Govt by The National 
Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993 
and so far the Commission had been 
reconstituted 7 times up to 2016. It had the 
power to examine complaints regarding 
inclusion or exclusion of groups within the 
list of backward classes, and advise the 
central government in this regard. The 
Central Govt has repealed The National 
Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993 
in 2018. The present Commission (8th) has 
been accorded Constitutional Status and 
constituted through “The Constitution (One 
Hundred and Second Amendment) Act, 
2018”, whereby Article 338B has been 
inserted, forming a Commission for the 
socially and educationally backward classes 
to be known as NCBC. 

 notify (verb) – inform, advise, apprise, 
announce, declare. 

 subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, 
successive. 

 denude (verb) – divest, strip of, deprive of 
(something). 

 intent (noun) – purpose, intention, objective. 
 Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 

(SEBC) (noun) – In the Indian Constitution, 
OBCs are described as “socially and 
educationally backward classes”, and the 
Government of India is enjoined 
(urged/stipulated) to ensure their social and 
educational development. Other Backward 
Class (OBC) is a collective term used by the 
Government of India to classify castes which 
are educationally or socially disadvantaged. 

 to the exclusion of (phrase) – in order to 
exclude something stated/described. 

 empower (verb) – authorize, entitle, permit, 
allow. 

 clamour (noun) – protest, complaint, 
outcry/commotion. 

 undo (verb) – cancel, reverse, revoke, nullify, 
invalidate. 

 in the offing (phrase) – coming soon, likely 
to happen, on the way, forthcoming. 

*********************************************************************************** 

SUDDEN DEATH: ON IPL 2021 
The IPL this year was a risky proposition, and a breach of the bio-bubble was always possible 
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 The Indian Premier League’s suspension effective from Tuesday was an inevitable full stop 
considering India’s continuing trauma with COVID-19 and the breach of the tournament’s much-
vaunted bio-bubble. Until the emergence of the COVID-positive results of Kolkata Knight Riders’ 
Sandeep Warrier and Varun Chakravarthy; Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Wriddhiman Saha; Delhi Capitals’ 
Amit Mishra, Chennai Super Kings’ bowling coach L. Balaji and a member of the squad’s logistics staff, 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) was in denial-mode, firmly believing that its bio-bubble 
protocols cannot be breached. BCCI officials also insisted that the league is not a super-spreader like 
election rallies or other permitted activities where crowds were allowed to assemble. That both fans 
and the media were kept away from the venues was cited as an example of how strict the IPL 
management was with regard to social-distancing. Besides this, the constant testing of everyone in the 
bubble was seen as another fail-safe method to ensure that the league did not turn into a coronavirus 
hotspot. But before the final denouement, what jarred was the tone-deafness of having matches in 
Delhi while beyond the ground, the accompanying note was that of ambulances blaring their sirens 
while patients gasped for oxygen. Even if the league has its share of a massive television audience and 
offers a diversion to the viewers, having Delhi as a host was extremely insensitive. 
 The IPL’s 14th edition is at the crossroads, a reality which it had avoided since its launch in 
2008. The cash-rich league always found a way to sidestep obstacles. During three general elections, 
the championship either fully or partially leant on neutral venues. There was also the incident of low 
intensity blasts just outside Bengaluru’s M. Chinnaswamy Stadium on April 17, 2010, ahead of a match 
featuring Royal Challengers Bangalore and Mumbai Indians. It is an event that has faded from public 
memory but on that ominous day, two bombs went off, injuring a few and a third was found, which 
was immediately defused. The contest started an hour late and the IPL continued unhindered. But the 
latest crisis due to a pandemic is something that humankind has never faced since the Spanish Flu in 
1918. Meanwhile, the board officials are hinting about resuming the league later this year in the 
United Arab Emirates, which also hosted the 13th leg. But for that the virus should wane and most 
countries have suspended flights from India, with the Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison not 
even permitting a chartered flight with the IPL’s Aussie players. To find a window in a packed 
international cricket schedule will be arduous even if the last word on the IPL’s tenuous resumption is 
yet to be spoken. 
 
 death (noun) – end, finish, termination, 

collapse. 
 proposition (noun) – task, job, venture, 

activity; concept, premise, idea/plan. 
 breach (noun) – breaking, contravention, 

violation, non-compliance. 
 bio-secure bubble (noun) – it is defined as 

an environment/location sealed off from the 
outside world. In tennis/cricket, this would 
mean players, umpires and support staff 
being housed at the venue itself. 

 suspension (noun) – stoppage, termination. 
 inevitable (adjective) – unavoidable, 

unpreventable. 
 trauma (noun) – torment, distress, pain, 

suffering. 
 much-vaunted (adjective) – much-

acclaimed, much-admired, much-praised, 
much-acknowledged. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 
executing a complex operation; organization, 
planning, management, arrangement. 

 denial-mode (noun) – a position/approach 
to deny something. 

 protocol (noun) – rules of conduct, 
procedure, code of behaviour, customs. 

 insist (verb) – state, claim, assert. 
 super-spreader (noun) – a person/patient 

who infects significantly/disproportionately a 
large number of people with a disease/virus 
than usual. 

 rally (noun) – gathering, march/procession, 
meeting. 

 keep away from (phrasal verb) – make 
someone stay away from. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, give as an example, 
make reference to. 

 with regard to (phrase) – regarding, 
concerning, with respect to, in respect of, 
with reference to. 
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 social/physical distancing (noun) – a term 
that means actively avoiding crowded public 
places, is a key element in decreasing the 
rapid spread of COVID-19. This is an effort 
intended to limit exposure by reducing face-
to-face contact and preventing spread 
among people in community settings. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in 
addition to, as well, apart from. 

 fail-safe (adjective) – safe, unable to fail, 
unlikely to fail. 

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of 
viruses that cause illness ranging from the 
common cold to more severe diseases. 
common signs of infection include 
respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, 
shortness of breath and breathing 
difficulties. In more severe cases, infection 
can cause pneumonia, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and 
even death. (Courtesy: WHO) 

 hotspot (noun) – a limited region/area in 
which a large number of people have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in several smaller 
groups or clusters. In general, hotspot means 
“a place of significant activity”. 

 denouement (noun) – the end result of a 
situation; the very end of a story; outcome, 
consequence, end result, ending, climax. 

 jar (verb) – irritate, annoy, upset, vex, 
disturb. 

 tone-deafness (noun) – a condition of a 
person who is unable to understand the 
different facets/nuances of a given situation. 

 accompanying (adjective) – connected, 
related, linked. 

 note (noun) – tone, sound, indication, sign. 
 blare (verb) – make a loud sound. 
 gasp for (verb) – breathe hard, breathe 

heavily, struggle for air. 
 host (noun) – a place that holds an 

event/competition/sports series. 
 insensitive (adjective) – harsh, cruel, 

heartless, unfeeling, inconsiderate, 
thoughtless, unconcerned. 

 at a crossroads (phrase) – at a situation 
when an important decision ought to be 
made. 

 cash-rich (adjective) – wealthy, affluent, well 
off. 

 find a way (phrase) – to discover how to 
tackle something. 

 sidestep (verb) – avoid, evade/dodge, 
escape. 

 lean on (phrasal verb) – depend on, rely on, 
count on, bank on. 

 fade (verb) – disappear, vanish, wane, 
diminish. 

 ominous (adjective) – threatening, 
menacing, inauspicious, unpromising, 
unfavourable. 

 go off (phrasal verb) – explode, detonate, 
blow up, burst. 

 defuse (verb) – deactivate, disable. 
 unhindered (adjective) – unopposed, 

unconstrained, unimpeded. 
 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 

account of, as a result of. 
 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of 

a new disease; The illness spreads around 
the world and typically affects a large 
number of people across a wide area. 

 humankind (noun) – humanity, the human 
race, people. 

 Spanish flu (noun) – The Spanish flu, also 
known as the 1918 flu pandemic, was an 
unusually deadly influenza pandemic caused 
by the H1N1 influenza A virus. Lasting from 
February 1918 to April 1920, it infected 500 
million people–about a third of the world’s 
population at the time. 

 resume (verb) – restart, start again, come 
back to. 

 host (verb) – present. 
 leg (noun) – version edition; part, stage. 
 wane (verb) – decrease, decline, 

diminish/dwindle gradually. 
 chartered (adjective) – rented/hired (aircraft 

or ship). 
 charter flight (noun) – a non-scheduled 

commercial flight that can be utilised for 
personal use. 

 window (noun) – opportunity, chance, 
opening. 

 arduous (adjective) – difficult, hard. 
 the last word (noun) – the final decision. 
 the last word on something is yet to be 

spoken (phrase) – the final decision on 
something is yet to be discussed & decided. 

 tenuous (adjective) – doubtful, dubious, 
questionable, unspecific, indefinite. 

 resumption (noun) – restart, restarting, 
recommencement, reopening.  
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